Gatehouse Primary Academy PTA Meeting.
Jan 8th 2026 
Minutes

Apologies:
GP (Chair)
K KL
Attendees:
S P-M
HS
BC
JS
SW
CC
Welcome
HS welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave the list of apologies, unfortunately GP was unable to attend, HS to Chair meeting in her absence.   Minutes from the last meeting were agreed.
Agenda Items
Unit 3 Cake Sale Competition:
This is planned for Thursday, February 5th.  HS to re-circulate the poster and send out a reminder a week before.  Cakes to be brought into school on the day, and volunteers to be asked for.
Banking update:  
GP is moving forward with the banking move to the COOP.  There have been some issues with the online banking application system, but hopefully this will be resolved soon.
EM handover of the previous banking/Treasurer role.  
This has still not taken place.  The PTA needs this information as EM is the only one with current access to the bank account.  Details will be needed to ensure the final move to the new bank can be completed ASAP.  HS suggested that the school now get involved, as handover has been requested to happen at the last two meetings.  JS to speak to EM ASAP.
Valentine ‘s Disco :
This is planned for Thursday February 12th. Tickets to be purchased in advance via Parent Pay.  HS to produce a poster and share on social media, school to also share the details once ready.  GP has already purchased some items for this.  HS to also ask for volunteers to help on the day.
Gatehouse Lunchtime Equipment update:
JS stated that this initiative is going well, and the children seem to enjoy it.  Some stations are more popular than others.  The storage was more expensive than initially imagined; however, safe and sturdy storage is important.  So far, £1100 has been spent, and there is some wood for decking ready to be used.  GP asked for Headphones to be purchased to help with this and other events, JS to discuss with GP.
Colour run planning:
JS to speak to colleagues of another school next week who have already undertaken a successful colour run,  and will be able to update more following that meeting.  However, it is thought the day will take place on school grounds, between 10 – 1.  It is thought that the sponsorship will happen in advance, as this dictates how much ‘colour’ can be thrown at/by pupils.  It was suggested that the PTA could supply the White Tshirts in the price of the sponsorship, as this will give participants a souvenir from the event.  It was also suggested that a bouncy castle could be hired to raise more funds; however, they may not allow the paint from the colour run on them.  PTA to check.  SJ to update following next week's meeting. 
Date for the summer fete:
This has been confirmed as Friday June 26th 2026.
Any Other Business:
JS asked if the PTA would be happy to fund the wood and equipment needed to  allow the re-opening and use of the garden area.  It is an underused area within the school, and it is felt it will allow the children something to get involved with.  His quote is currently around £860.  In theory, this was agreed; however, a final quote was asked for and then a vote could be undertaken within the WhatsApp group within the PTA WhatsApp group.
SW asked if anything was being undertaken for World Book Day.  This is usually a school activity rather than a PTA one.  However, it was discussed that 2026 is the year of the School Reading Initiative, and perhaps we could do something to raise funds for the PTA.  SW suggested asking a local Author to come in and talk, but no one had any links ot her.  S P-M is going to look into whether we could have an online book sale in which the school would benefit, depending on how many books were sold.
It was also suggested that we could ask the children to enter a competiton of the ‘craziest place to read’ by sending in photos of places they liked to read.  It needs to be decided if the PTA would be happy to give a prize per class, or per ear group HS to add this question to the PTA WhatsApp group. 
It was also suggested that a ‘bring and buy’ book sale could be run – SP-M to investigate further. 
HS thanked everyone for their time. 
Date of next meeting:
Thursday, March 5th at 7pm via Zoom






